June 8, 2005

Today I ask my colleagues to join me
in expressing our sympathy to the fam-
ily and friends of the late Louis Ed-

ward ‘‘Spanky’’ Fister. He will be
missed.
———
PULMONARY FIBROSIS
FOUNDATION

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise to
speak today in order to recognize the
fifth anniversary of the Pulmonary Fi-
brosis Foundation. This foundation,
headquartered in Chicago, strives to
educate, advocate, and fund research
on pulmonary fibrosis, a terminal lung
disease.

A few weeks ago, the Daily Herald, a
newspaper based in Arlington Heights,
Illinois, published a story about the
Lukasik family. John A. Lukasik died
at the age of 58, just 9 weeks after he
was diagnosed with pulmonary fibrosis.
Mr. Lukasik and his family didn’t
know anyone with the disease, or what
to expect from it. After Mr. Lukasik
passed away, his daughter Jennifer
Bulandr helped organize support groups
and joined the Pulmonary Fibrosis
Foundation as director of community
relations. Mrs. Bulandr wanted to be a
part of the solution in helping those
with pulmonary fibrosis. The Pul-
monary Fibrosis Foundation has pro-
vided a channel for her—and many oth-
ers—to reach this goal.

Since the formation of the Pul-
monary Fibrosis Foundation in 2000, it
has succeeded in raising crucial funds
to research a disease that Kills approxi-
mately 40,000 people annually. While
the progression of the disease, along
with factors relating to its origin, are
not fully understood, there are a vari-
ety of causes—inhaled environmental
and occupational pollutants, certain
medications or drugs, genetics, and
therapeutic radiation contribute to the
progression of the disease.

Pulmonary fibrosis has a number of
effects on people. It causes shortness of
breath, discomfort in the chest, and fa-
tigue. Once scar tissue is formed on the
lungs, it cannot be removed. Although
medication can limit the inflammation
of the lungs caused by pulmonary fi-
brosis, there is no cure.

The foundation is dedicated to find-
ing a cure and raising awareness about
pulmonary fibrosis. It seeks to improve
quality of life for the people affected
by the disease through support services
for patients and their families.

It is my pleasure to congratulate the
Pulmonary Fibrosis Foundation on the
occasion of its fifth anniversary and to
commend the foundation for its efforts
to find a cure and help those who suffer
from this devastating illness.

———
CLEAN SPORTS ACT OF 2005

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President,
today I am pleased to join my col-
leagues Senator MCCAIN and Senator
STEVENS, to cosponsor the Clean Sports
Act of 2005. While I regret that we have
had to come to this point, it is clear
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that Major League Baseball and other
professional leagues are more con-
cerned with protecting their own col-
lective bargaining rights than doing
the right thing.

Unfortunately, the abuse of illegal
steroids by professional athletes is
something we can no longer ignore.
Steroid use is now affecting the most
impressionable and vulnerable among
us. The most recent studies indicate
that as many as b percent to 7 percent
of students, even as young as middle
school, have admitted to using illegal
steroids. Clearly we must act to curb
this growing problem.

Every day, millions of young people
dream of one day playing in the big
leagues. When superstar athletes, with
their multimillion-dollar contracts and
lucrative endorsements are seen using
steroids to improve their performance,
it should not be surprising that many
young athletes would want to use
steroids to improve their own perform-
ance.

Professional athletes must be held to
a higher standard when it comes to il-
legal substances such as steroids. Like
it or not, young people look up to pro-
fessional athletes as role models. The
Clean Sports Act will require all pro-
fessional sports leagues to adopt a uni-
fied standard for testing as well as
tougher penalties for an athlete found
in violation of these standards. Unlike
testing today, this act will require ath-
letes to test during the off-season and
frequently during their season of play.
Athletes will face severe penalties for a
positive test: 2-year ban for the first of-
fense and a lifetime ban for the second.

I have little doubt that this will go a
long way to rid professional sports of
these dangerous substances and bring
integrity back to the game. We must
send a strong message to professional
athletes. If you choose to cheat and use
illegal steroids, you risk ending your
career. In turn, our young people will
hopefully get the message that using
steroids to improve athletic perform-
ance is absolutely the wrong way to go.

While this bill specifically addresses
professional athletics, the importance
of stopping steroid abuse extends well
beyond the track, baseball diamond, or
football field. We must continue to
focus on the health and future of our
children. I encourage my colleagues to
join in support of this legislation to set
the standard for fair competition.

———

NATIONAL HUNGER AWARENESS
DAY

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President, yes-
terday was National Hunger Awareness
Day. Second Harvest, the lead sponsor
of the June 7 observance, has per-
formed an important public service in
challenging us to reflect on the very
real problem of hunger in America. I
commend Second Harvest and all the
sponsoring organizations for their ef-
forts.

Our Nation has enormous wealth, and
yvet far too many Americans must deal
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with the pain and consequences of hun-
ger. Approximately 36 million Ameri-
cans, including 13 million children, are
“food insecure’—quite simply inad-
equately nourished.

Hunger may be more subtler in its
manifestations and effects than mal-
nutrition but it relentlessly under-
mines health, and it compromises one’s
ability to do well in school or on the
job. Inadequate nutrition in children
correlates with anemia, stunted
growth, weight loss and extreme fa-
tigue. Studies done by the highly re-
spected Center on Hunger, Poverty and
Nutrition Policy at Tufts University
show that inadequate nutrition can ad-
versely affect a child’s achievement in
school. Hunger also can cause severe
anxiety and depression.

Although Congress has taken meas-
ures to prevent hunger and food insecu-
rity, much remains to be done. Feder-
ally funded programs like the Food
Stamp Program and the Supplemental
Nutrition Program for Women, Infants
and Children, commonly referred to as
the WIC program, provide assistance to
low-income children by improving ac-
cess to nutritional meals. It is there-
fore deeply regrettable that the Presi-
dent’s 2006 budget has made it more
difficult for low-income families to re-
ceive nutritional assistance. The White
House’s budget request for the Food
Stamp Program amounts to a stag-
gering cut of more than $500 million
over 5 years by forcing over 300,000 low-
income participants out of a program
that acts as a crucial safety net for
millions of Americans. Substantial
cuts to the WIC program would result
in 670,000 women and children losing
important nutritional assistance by
the year 2010. It is deeply regrettable
that the Budget conference report ap-
proved by the Congress mandates a
mandatory cut of $3 billion in agri-
culture appropriations, leaving Food
Stamps and other domestic hunger-re-
lief programs vulnerable.

At a time when more families are
forced to struggle with unemployment
and low wages, a lack of affordable
housing, rising health care costs, and
the disappearance of hard-earned pen-
sions, National Hunger Day serves to
remind us of the need to vanquish hun-
ger; in this prosperous Nation, there is
no reason why millions of Americans
should have to face the prospect of
hunger, or watch their children go hun-
gry. The conference report on the fiscal
year 2006 budget resolution Budget con-
ference report is a callous response to
an urgent challenge, and National Hun-
ger Awareness Day is a time to pledge
that we will not rest until the chal-
lenge is met.

———————

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 2005

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise
today to speak about the need for hate
crimes legislation. Each Congress, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduce hate
crimes legislation that would add new



		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-05-09T14:08:12-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




